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Twin Harbors History…
Westport’s Fishermen’s Memorial and Blessing of the Fleet

-By Barb Aue

Blessings on boats

Starting in 1954, seven years before the
Fishermen’s Memorial was built, the boats and
men who man them were blessed annually in
Westport on Palm Sunday, the first day of Holy
Week.

With Edna Paterson in charge of organizing the
event, the moving ceremony originated at sunrise
on Palm Sunday, April 11, 1954, with services
held in the Westport boat basin aboard a troller
with the bridge serving as the altar. That year,
Twin Harbors Lutheran Church Minister Leslie
Otterby delivered his sermon, “The Nets Are Out,”
verses 1-11, Chapter 5 of the Gospel according to
St. Luke.

The original cross used for the Blessings on the
boats was fashioned of driftwood found on the
beach by the late Jim Empey.

The small group gathered that first year sang
“Onward Christian Soldiers” and “The Old Rugged
Cross,” accompanied by Darla LaFanchie on her
accordion, a common instrument found aboard
boats of all sizes at the time.

A different boat was used for the Palm Sunday
service for the ensuing three years. All area
religious leaders attended, with a different
clergyman officiating each year and the number of
attendees steadily growing.

In 1958, as a part of the Westport Settlement
Centennial Celebration marking the first
permanent non-native settlers’ arrival on Chehalis
Point in 1858, the Blessing of the Fleet Palm
Sunday service was moved to Westhaven Drive
with a speakers’ stand erected just south of the
entrance to the Public Dock.

Permanent memorial

In the spring of 1959, a group of area citizens banded together with the intent to promote Westport and to do major
projects to meet that end. On April 10, the group formed the Westport Booster Club, holding their first meeting at the Surf
Café on Montesano St. located in the building that is the home of Premier Realty today. Tom Lyle was elected President,
a Mr. Thompson Vice President and Nellie Empey Secretary.

At this first meeting, the group decided a permanent memorial to all fishermen out of Westport who have been lost at sea
would be its first community project. Bob Cramer, who was in business at The Continental House, (the building that now
houses Bennett’s Fish Shack on the first floor) drew a sketch of what he and others envisioned as an appropriate
memorial. They agreed at that first meeting to approach the Port of Grays Harbor to request a suitable site for placement
of the monument near the tip of Pt. Chehalis.

Port participates

The Port agreed to allow the group to build the memorial at the end of Neddie Rose Drive, which was then called Beach
Boulevard. The Port even went so far as to re-route sewer manholes and re-align the drainage system in that area so

(Continued on Page 6)
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Editor’s note: Thank you for the kind words, Pete! It has been my pleasure and a

rewarding experience to serve our Society and community over the past decade or so. I
hope everyone will make the choice to volunteer and make a difference. - Kimmi
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Message from your President - Pete Eberle

As we enter the Holiday season, COVID-19 has once again
surged and caused us to make hard choices. Both the Museum
and Lighthouse are now closed for the season or until
COVID-19 related restrictions are eased. This impacts all of our
normal holiday activities which are also now on hold. Instead,
we are working to decorate our facilities and help with harbor
wide decorating to maintain a festive spirit. I want to thank all of
our volunteers and work campers for their holiday spirit and
dedication.

Despite all the COVID-19 closures, we are surviving 2020 and
are looking forward to 2021. Many of the projects that will help

our organization are moving forward, such as the Lighthouse State Park Golf
Course. This alone will elevate our public exposure and hopefully help bring funding
and visitor totals up in the years to come. This may also help with moving us closer
to an agreement to operate the Coast Guard Campground. This would help with
cash flow and also improve visitor counts. It would also help with space for our work
campers. We are still working with the owners of the Light Station Barn, which is 122
years old, to stabilize it until we can move and renovate it for a new giftshop/visitor
center on the lighthouse grounds. Our future looks bright and I hope we can all enjoy
the fruits of our labors. A big thank you once again goes out to John and Julie for
keeping the organization moving forward and keeping all of us safe.

One of our hardest working Board Members, Kimmi Kerns, is retiring from the board
after 6 years, at the end of her term this year. I have a hard time listing all of the
things she has been involved with and that have changed how we do business. She
has served as one of our most dynamic Board Presidents in recent history and
continued on the board after her term ended. She served on the City of Westport
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee (LTAC). With her efforts, we have received LTAC
funding from the City that has kept us running and funding public outreach programs.
Kimmi also took over the yearly task of filing our IRS 990 forms, and then trained
staff to take to over this task. This was something that we had to pay for in the past.
She also took on the task of being the Editor and Chief of the Foghorn, the
publication that you currently have the pleasure of reading. Her work with the board
has been exemplary and she always found a way to stimulate all of us to do our
best. I should say that she lead all of us by setting the example of excellence. We
hope that she can now find the time to enjoy her art, gardening, and family.

Another of our board members is also leaving us this year. Nikki Kollar, served on
the board for 3 years and was a long-time volunteer for our organization. She was
always ready to take on a project or participate on a committee. We thank her for her
service and hope that she enjoys being closer to her family once again.

For the foreseeable future, we have new board members on hold until we can
confirm their appointments starting in January 2021.

Finally, I would like to thank all of our volunteers that kept our doors open at times
this year and served the public faithfully. And for anyone who would like to make a
final year end Donation to your favorite Non Profit Organization, we would sincerely
appreciate your help. It is easy to donate by following this link to our website at
https://www.wsbhs.org/donate. Thank you for your participation.

Here’s wishing everyone a safe and Happy Holiday Season and we hope to see you

again next year.
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Executive Director’s Corner by John Shaw

Some locals may have noticed I have been on the beach a good deal in the past
weeks. I am taking and filing a lot of photos around North Cove/Washaway and
Westport. There has been a lot of new work this season and the three King tides
will test out the latest experiments in " holding the line" at Washaway No More,
the Shoalwater Tribe’s berm, and the dune at the condos at the foot of Ocean
Avenue. I continue to work scanning Del Mulkey negatives and working to
improve our timeline and understanding of North Cove and the entire South
Beach with the help of his photos starting in the 1940’s.

I am reminded that we need to do the same as the Society, as the recent King
tides and overtopping will be someone's history to write about in the future and I
bet they will want photos as well. This month is the 50th anniversary of the
November-December 1970 King tides that saw the early use of car bodies along
with beach logs. For those that wonder why we find a lot of old car parts in the
sand. 1970 does not feel like it should be 50 years ago but guess that is how it
works.

The King tides and flooding in Westport that affected business along Westhaven
Drive has created a lot of questions about just how “historical” an event this was.
It is not something we can easily quantify, as flooding down Westhaven happens
often enough. There are many pictures over the years of large waves and flooded
streets. Westport’s Public Works Director, Kevin Goodrich, has been around the
issue most of his life. Kevin spent time cleaning up overtopping at the Islander
parking lot as a boy for his Grandmother Neddie. Kevin has shared that there was
a unique aspect to the recent overtopping as the high surf built itself a ramp from
the corner of Half Moon Bay that allowed large amounts of sand, gravel and
water to roll over the jetty and down Harms avenue dramatically increasing the
overall amount of water that hit the Marina District. Kevin has never seen this before so maybe it is “historical”, so as the
Society we need to document and archive. We have the benefit of modern digital images easily shared and stored as
well as wonderful drone views that show us the big picture we often can’t capture.

The deeper I get into our local history the more I am reminded that the coastline is a constantly changing place. Thinking
it should be static seems to leave people disappointed over the long term. I have been fortunate to be part of two recent
projects that have been looking at the South Beaches as a unique story in resilience. “Resilience” with the big “R” is a
buzz word these days for adapting and reacting to the changing environment. We joke with outside researchers that the
South Beach was resilient long before we had a word for it. As we dig into the old photos and add new ones to our
collection, I find the view becomes a long story of experiments in adapting and not just which event might have been the
biggest.

Photo from Mulkey collection

Photo by John ShawPhoto by Capture,Share,Repeat
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Westport South Beach Historical Society

2020-2021 WINTER Calendar of Events

TBD means ‘To Be Determined’ - Check our website and Facebook Page

Due to Governor Inslee’s COVID-19 ‘Stay Safe, Stay Healthy’
Restrictions most events have been cancelled and

the Museum and LightHouse are CLOSED.

Please check our website and Facebook page periodically for event
announcements.

PLEASE support our local businesses who

support US by their membership and/or donations

They need your support NOW more than ever !!

Aloha Alabama
Basket House Gift Shop
Brumfield Construction
Chateau Westport
Englund Marine Supply
First Interstate Bank
Gold Rush Charters

Grayland Hardware
Harbor Marine Supply
Havenwyld Ceramics
Hungry Whale
Lost River Photography
Merrill Photography
Security State Bank

Stitches
Vacations by the Sea
WEfish
Westport Inn
Westport, LLC
Westport LH Writers Retreat
Windermere-Westport

December:
 Santa by the Sea COVID-19 cancelled
 WSBHS Holiday Party COVID-19 cancelled

January:
 Enjoy Storm Watching and searching for WILD FLOATS !!

February:
 LH opening for the season COVID-19 TBD

March:
 WSBHS Membership Meeting Friday, March 12th - COVID-19 TBD
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Dorothy Harrison’s SHELLFLAIR Exhibit

2020 has been an interesting year for the
Maritime Museum with Covid-19, closures,
protocols, limits of engagement and more
closures. But work on the new “Shellflair”
exhibit continues. Not to spoil with too
many pictures, it is continuing to come
together with staff and volunteers.

Member and long time friend of Dorothy’s, Alan Rammer, along with Marianne Pence,
Julie Smith and Lowell Deaton, have been laying out the room and creating the story
of Dorothy Harrison from her move to Westport, her role as a founding member of the
Historical Society and as owner of the Shellflair Gift Shop and Shell Museum. The
expected opening of the new exhibit room is early 2021. Stay Tuned !

Alan Rammer with ‘Puffy’

Alan with Julie & Lowell

Please consider WSBHS for a Charitable Year End Donation.

Covid-19 has financially hit us hard.

Your donation not only helps us, but also the community.
We are a 501(c)3 federally recognized charity.

Thank You for supporting the
Westport South Beach Historical Society !!
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Westport’s Fisherman’s Memorial (continued from front page)

enough space would be available for vehicular traffic around the monument. The original storm drain was located where
the monument now stands.

The Port also agreed to accept the completed memorial from the Booster Club and to maintain it indefinitely, according
to correspondence from then Port Manager and Engineer William J. Murphy, Jr.

Project completed

Having received the ‘go-ahead,’ the group made plans to begin construction in the fall of 1959, when traffic would be
lighter in the area and more locals would be able to volunteer their time. They then proceeded to collect materials and
funds by soliciting donations and selling Booster Buttons at a dollar apiece.

Legend has it that the charter office operators of the time weren’t very enthusiastic about the project in its early stages,
fearing that such a permanent monument to those lost at sea would have a negative influence on potential customers.

The going was tough and the donations came in at a trickle in the beginning, but eventually more and more area citizens
began to see the potential beauty of such a memorial and got involved.

Finally, in mid-1960, volunteers that included Booster Club members, fishermen and officers and members of Coast
Guard Station Grays Harbor, completed the monument. That year the Blessing of the Fleet took place for the last time at
the Main Dock on Palm Sunday, April 14.

Dedicated to crew of Barbara Lee

On Palm Sunday, March 26, 1961, the first ceremony at the newly completed monument was held. At that service, the
monument was dedicated to the memory of the crew of the fishing boat Barbara Lee that went down on January 28,
1960. The Barbara Lee was helping the Coast Guard motor lifeboat Invincible, which was in trouble trying to cross the
bar. The Invincible and her crew were saved, but both skipper Robert Bolam and crewman Ted Sigurdson were lost,
with crewman Harold Pernula barely surviving.

Site beautification

In the late 1960s, the Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post #3057 began beautifying the site around the monument by planting
grass, flowers, and shrubs. Unfortunately, the salt spray and weather conditions killed what was planted nearly as fast
as it went into the ground.

In 1974, the group decided more permanent beautification was in order. Plans were drawn and local artist Burt Dinius
drew a sketch of what the ladies had in mind. With its plan in hand, the Auxiliary sought and found local organizations
that become sponsors for the nine planters placed around the monument. Each planter is six feet in diameter and now
contains hardy shrubs.

Area businesses donated materials, and the Auxiliary held fundraising dinners, raffles, and other activities to come up
with the nearly $2,000 needed to complete the beautification project in time for the Annual Blessing of the Fleet held on
April 13 that year.

Service moved to Memorial Day

In the late 1980s, at the urging of the Twin Harbors Beach Association, the forerunner to the Westport Grayland
Chamber of Commerce, a permanent date, the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend, was selected for the Blessing of the
Fleet and the time was moved from sunrise to 1 p.m. in an effort to ‘capture’ more of the tourists visiting during the
three-day holiday.

Volunteers Needed for the FOGHORN

Do you have ideas for articles in the Foghorn? Do you like to write? Do you like to do research? Are
you able to navigate Microsoft Publisher or another similar publishing program? Can’t watch stand or
want to be out with the general public, but would like to contribute to the Society from home? Then
we could use your help in the quarterly production of this Newsletter! Please contact the Museum.

Thank you !!
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Military Working Dogs - Complete the puzzle to learn more about MWDs !

Chief’s Kid’s Corner

Puzzle Solution on page 9
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Who Ya Gonna Call ? by Julie Smith

This month Chief had a visit from
some friends...the guys from IPRO:
Independent Paranormal Research
Organization came to "hunt" the
museum and lighthouse for ghosts.
This isn't the first time they've been
and it's always a fun time when they're
here.

When IPRO investigates, they use a
lot of equipment to help them. They
also do experiments like asking
questions to see if anyone answers,
either in the present or later on the
recordings taken at the time, asking
for a flashlight to be turned on or off,
asking for the things to be moved and
requesting anyone present to touch
the Spirit Touch (a device that lights
up when it's touched).

IPRO uses equipment such as a Digital Thermometer to detect hot or
cold spots, a Recording Device to pick up any sounds that may not be
heard at the moment but can be heard when playing back the recording,
an Electromagnetic Field Detector to determine if an electromagnetic
field has been created or disrupted, Full Spectrum Cameras for both still
and video, Infrared Cameras to see in the dark, Thermal Cameras that
make heat and cold visible, and a K2 Meter that rates magnetic fields
and frequencies. When they are investigating for paranormal activity (an
event or phenomenon that is beyond what is normally experienced by
humans or what can be scientifically explained), they're looking for
several things: an apparition (something that is visible to people), an
entity (a disembodied spirit), or a voice phenomenon (sounds or voices
that are heard with no natural cause).

After the investigation is over, they spend hours going over camera
photos, video footage and recordings to look and listen for things such
as electronic voice phenomena (voices or sounds that weren't
detectable to the human ear at the time of recording) and orbs (white or
bluish that show up in photographs or video). In the many times that
IPRO has been to the museum, they've collected evidence such as a
woman singing, a flashlight turning on by itself and meters recording
electromagnetic activity, as well as hearing voices or sounds at the time
of the investigation.

One thing is clear, whatever shares the museum space with us seems
to like Chief, there's always more activity when he's around. Chief has
fun participating in the hunts, even though it keeps him up past his
bedtime.

The IPRO crew: Barry Fossand, John Butera, Greg Noonan and Bob Lyon

Bob & Greg with the Infrared Camera
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Halloween 2020 - ‘Spooky Marina’ replaces ‘Haunted Lighthouse’

Chief’s Kid’s Corner Puzzle Solution (puzzle on page 7)

Following state health guidance
this year, we had to cancel our
annual ‘Haunted Lighthouse’
event. However, the Society did
participate in the Westhaven
Drive “Spooky Marina” for kids
and family at the Museum. This
was a safe event and we created
distanced candy drop slides that
allowed the volunteers to drop
candy using tongs into the tube
slide to the waiting kids. There
were spooky talking skeletons at
the kids end. It was a big hit with
wonderful weather and a great
group of volunteers.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Jill and Greg Jacobs do a wonderful
job producing the City of Westport’s
“Experience Westport” social media
and advertising campaign through
their company, Capture-Share-
Repeat. You have likely seen their
work in relation to the #wildfloats
program that has been a great
success for our Society and
Westport Tourism. They have
provided many great photos for the
Foghorn as well. Recently, Jill
found a wild float of her own and
shared the picture with us.

The float fairy and wranglers will
continue to be busy into 2021.

Wild Floats are Still ‘Floating’ Around


